The Growth of Sudan Communications
barely traceable, and a rusting scrap-heap on the shore
of Suakin harbour. With the opening of the Nile cam-
paign in the spring of 1896 the story changes : hence-
forward it is to be a record of unbroken success.
During the years which immediately preceded the
launching of the Expedition, Sir Herbert Kitchener, the
Sirdar of the Egyptian army, had set himself to study
and solve the problem of transporting and supplying an
expeditionary force operating from Haifa, or other base
on the Nile, and he had in fact taken certain preliminary
measures in view of a campaign of reconquest which he
knew could not be long delayed.
The project which he had first in mind was for the
building of a railway from Korosko on the Nile to the
wells of Murat along the line of the old desert caravan-road
which for ages had been the main trade route between
Egypt and the Sudan. Such a railway would be free
. from all risk of damage by raiding parties, for its route
lay too far from the Nile and the desert road was in the
hands of the friendly Ababda tribe. The ultimate goal
would be Abu Hamed, the " key position " for any military
force operating in the Northern Sudan.
A survey of the route between Korosko and Murat
was made in the autumn of 1895, but the decision to
launch the Dongola Expedition in March, 1896, involved
the abandonment of the Korosko scheme and the con-
centration of all available effort on the southward exten-
sion of the Halfa-Sarras railway,
3h March, 1896, the railway from Haifa ran no further
than Sarras, The extension to Akasha—55 miles beyond
Sarras—laid in 1885, had been wrecked by the Dervishes
who had torn up the track and burnt the sleepers ; but
the embankment remained and most of the rails were
undamaged.
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